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A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


“Amazing Games” on ESPN 


to Focus on Chico Contest 


Be sure to watch “Amazing Games” on the 
ESPN all-sports cable network during the first or 
second week in October. About 12 1/2 minutes of 
the show will be devoted to tapes made at the 
Califomia State Championships in Chico last Oc- 
tober. The rest of the show will focus on “The 
Games of Turkey.” 


California Contest 
Set for Oct. 17. in Chico 


The nation’s biggest yo-yo contest, the Third 
Annual California State YoYo Championships, 
will be held again this year in Chico. The date is 
Saturday, Oct. 17 

Recreation and instruction begin at 10 a.m. The 
Beginners Division contest starts at 12 noon, the 
Advanced Division at 1 p.m. These two divisions 
will be separated into age categories: 11 and 
under, 12-20 and 21 and over. Special guest per- 
formances will take place at 2 p.m., followed by 
the Championship Division at 2:30 p.m. 

Festivities will take place at Plaza Park, between 
Main and Broadway and 4th and Sth streets in the 
heart of downtown Chico. 

Special guests who ex pect to attend include Don 
and Donna Duncan, Janna and Ted Duncan- 
Ondrak, Lance Lew, Dale Oliver, Steve Speegle 
(who finished second in the California contest in 
1959), Dale Myrberg, and Chris Cook (the 
Washington state champion). 

For information, call Bird in Hand Yo-Yos at 
916/893-0545. 


“Return of the Yo-Yo” 
Exhibit Opens in Chico 
on October16 


Just in time for the Califomia State Champion- 
ships, the widely traveled “Retum of the Yo-Yo” 
exhibit will open for a 4 1/2-month visit at the 
Chico Museum on Friday, Oct. 16. It will remain 
on exhibit until Feb. 28, 1993. 

The popular exhibit has been expanded and im- 
proved, according to Bob Malowney of Bird in 
Hand Yo-Yos, who is helping bring the exhibit to 
Chico. Bob has donated additional yo-yos from 
his own collection, as have Rich Nye and Don 
Duncan. 

The gala opening ceremonies on Oct. 16 are by 
invitation only. Special guests include Don Dun- 
can (son of the late Donald F. Duncan, founder of 
Duncan Yo-Yo; Don is now president of Play maxx 
Yo-Yo in Tucson, Ariz.), Janna Duncan-Ondrak 
(granddaughter of Donald F Duncan) and Lance 


Page 1 - Yo-Yo Times / Fall 1992 


Lew (who spearheaded the drive to pull together 
the original exhibit three years ago). 

Tom Smothers has announced that he intends to 
visit the exhibit on Nov. 5 while he and Dick are 
in Chico for a performance, 


YYT Gets New Logo 


How do you like our new masthead (above)? 

The new artwork was sent to us by Wayne 
Anderko of Highland, Indiana. 

Wayne developed the new masthead as a labor 
of love. “Besides throwin’ yo, graphic art has long 
been a hobby of mine,” he writes. “Although I may 
never become a world-class yo-yo man, if you 
were to use a logo of my design for the newslet- 
ter, it would most certainly put me in an artistic 
State of yo! 

”Personally,” he adds, “I think this logo would 
look terrific on a T-shirt or hat!” 

Okay, readers, how do you like it? Let us know. 


SmoBro Yo-Yo Video 
Available in Quantities 


When the Smothers Brothers Yo-Yo Man In- 
structional Video came out more than 4 years ago, 
it almost instantly became the best seller ever in 
the Kodak Video Programs catalog. 

In January 1990, Wood Knapp Video of Los An- 
geles purchased the entire Kodak catalog, includ- 
ing the SmoBro video, 

We can only assume that it has continued to sell 
well since then, but apparently Kodak made far 
more copies than the market was prepared to ab- 
sorb. 


As a result, an “inventory overstock brokerage” 
company has obtained 100,000 copies of the video 
and is looking for a buyer. 

The 30-minute video with yo-yo attached has a 
suggested retail price of $12.95. 

Don’t try to buy just one. You'll have to buy 
LOTS of copies, but you'll get a good deal. If you 
perform regularly, here’s your chance to stock up 
on a helpful, beginner’s yo-yo video that you 
could sell to your students. 

Contact George Spitzer and Associates Inc., 4 
Riverside Terrace, Irvington, NY 10533, 914/591- 
5511, for prices. Serious, quantity-purchase in- 
quiries only, please. 


Vote Now for Your Choice 


of the “Yo-Yo of the Year’? 


For the past four years, we have compiled a list 
of the Top 10 Yo-Yos of the Year We’ve done it 
for two reasons: (1) because it’s fun, and (2) 
editors are always looking for catchy “top 10” 
lists, which they publish during the last week of 


the year, during the slow news period between 
Christmas and New Years. Examples of these lists 
include, “Top 10 News Stories of the Year,” “10 
Best-Dressed Women (and Men),” “10 Worst 
Dressed...,” and so on. The more bizarre the list, 
the more likely it is to be circulated widely. 

Top Ten-ism has proven so popular that David 
Letterman offers a top 10 list on his show every 
night. 

Since we are always looking for ways to 
popularize the yo-yo and gain free publicity, we 
concocted the top 10 yo-yas list under the assump- 
tion that editors must certainly have enough of a 
sense of humor to jump on and publicize the list. 

Unfortunately (or perhaps fortunately, depend- 
ing on your perspective), in the three years we’ve 
published the list, not one editor has ever 
publicized it. 

Furthermore, we’ve had a few (very few) 
readers who’ ve asked us not to run the list. As one 
of them explained, “It perpetuates the myth that 
the word ‘yo-yo’ is a synonym fornuttiness. That's 
something we don’t want to do.” 

So, this year we’ re leaving it up our readers. Do 
you want us to runa top 10 yo-yos of the year list? 
If you do, we also invite you to submit nomina- 
tions for your favorite candidates. Include the 
reasons for making the nomination. Multiple 
nominations are also welcome in one letter. 

Here are a few sample nominations from past 
years: 

—The head of programming at CBS, who put 
“The Smothers Brothers Thanksgiving Special” 
opposite the Cosby show and their new Saturday 
night show opposite “Golden Girls.” (1988.) 

— Washington, D.C., mayor Marion Barry, who 
said in a television interview during the time he 
was under investigation for possible drug charges 
(never proven): “I’m the best thing that could ever 
happen to Washington,” who alsosaid, “I’ve never 
been accused of being an idiot.” (1989.) 

~ Marla Maples, girlfriend of 1988 Yo-Yo of the 
Year Donald Trump, who griped after the 
magazine Vanity Fair put Cher’s photo on the 
cover instead of hers. (1990.) 

~Saddam Hussein, who won the title in 1990, 
and who almost lost his place in the 1991 running, 
pulled it out at the last minute in mid-September 
by announcing to his people that he had won the 
Gulf War. (1991.) 

Those examples should give you the general 
flavor and spint of this competition. 

If you don’t like the idea of this competition, let 
us know. If you like the idea, let us know that, too. 
Mail yournominations to “Yo-Yo of the Year,” Yb- 
YW Times, P.O. Bax 1519, Hemdon, VA 22070, or 
phone them directly to our “Yo-Yo Times Hotline” 
at 703/715-6191. 

Deadline for nominations is November 16. 

The winning nominee will receive a plaque 
suitable for framing or recycling, and an extra yo- 
yo String. , 


Yo-Yos, Unicycles 
& Juggling mrt ae 


For the complete Torn Kuhn line, wr the Playmavx Pro-Yo 
in Canada, cont 


Darren Bedford 
71 Jasper Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M6N 2N2 
416-767-6074 


CONTEST NEWS 


Dale Oliver Wins Contest 
at Jugglers Association 


Winners of the Championship Yo-Yo Contest at 
the Intemational Jugglers Association in Montreal 
on July 25 were, first place, Dale Oliver, second, 
Dale Myrberg, and third, Jennifer Bay brook. 

Get practicing for next summer's contest. We’ Il 
give you the details in Yo- Times as the date ap- 
proaches. 

For details on joining the LIA, contact Tom Ben- 
nett, 216/745-3552. 


Solano County Fair Winners 


Nine (now 10)-year-old Jimmy Garvey, of 
Vacaville, Calif., won top honors in the advanced 
division of the yo-yo contest at the Solano Coun- 
ty (Calif.) Fair yo-yo contest in Vallejo, in mid- 
July. He was also the 1991 fair champion and 
placed sixth in his age category at the 1991 
Califomia championships last October in Chico, 
and placed second in his age category at the Tom 
Kuhn Yo-Yo Contest in San Francisco in June. 


ts interesting to watch people's reaction to a 


especially kids and cats. It looks like a regular 

wooden yo-yo. but how does it spin so 
long? The secret is a precision ball bearing axle 
and a unique adjustable string gap allowing 
Yo-Yo tune-ups. Too “techy” for some (5 or 
6 were retumed), the reward for the rest of 
us is the magic healing qualities of long 
spinning wood. In a plastic age. holding and 
watching a Sleep Machine spin, is a calming and 
centering experience. Others are charmed too. They're 
great for meeting people. Best of all, at a moments notice, 


also spins and dances . 


SLEEP MACHINE or ROLLER WOODY - hss 


these particular yo-yos connect me to that part of myself which 


Second place in the advanced division went to 
an adult, Mark Convey, of Vallejo. He is a mem- 
ber of the Twilight Memories, a Dixieland band 
based in Napa. He claimed that he hadn’t touched 
ayo-yoin five years. 

Chuck Campbell, also of Vallejo, a photography 
technician with the Vallejo Unified School Dis- 
trict, won the intermediate division contest. 

The contests were conducted by “RJ.” and 
“Buzzie,” two Salinas-based clowns. More con- 
tests are planned for the 1993 fair 


Northeastern Regional 
Contest Results 


The Yo-Yo Princess, Jennifer Baybrook, of 
Richford, Vt, walked off with top honors at the 
Second Annual Northeast Yo-Yo Championships 
in Enosburg Falls, Vt., on June 6, National Yo-Yo 
Day. Second place honors in the Championship 
Division contest went to Jack Howley of Ithica, 
N.Y. Taro Yamashita of Providence, R.I., came in 
third. 

Winners in the Beginners’ Contest were (1) 
Jackie Baybrook of Richford, Vt, (2) Shirley 
Mullen, Richford, Vt. 

The winners in the Advanced Division contest 
were: (1) Stuart Crump Jr, Herndon, Va., (2) Jack 
Howley, Ithica, N.Y., and (3) a tie between Taro 
Yamashita, Providence, R.I., and Lew Newmeyer, 
Silver Spring, Md. 


Baton Rouge Contest 
Winners Announced 


Winners of the Baton Rouge 1992 Yo-Yo Cham- 


pionship, hetd-July 25, were (t) Donald R 


WARING UP TO THE SLEEP MACHINE 


' SLEEP MACHINE - BUTTERFLY STYLE........$35.00 
' ROLLER WOODY - CLASSIC STYLE... $30.00 tures aa725% 


Shipping $3.08 per order. 
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| Name Phone 

| Address 

City State lip 
VisMC sé te 

‘ TOM KUHN Y0-Y0S LTD. Phone Orders: 
2383 California Street 800-US.YOYOS 


San Francisco, C4 94115 4 


8796967 


Johnson Jr, Denham Springs, La., (2) Greg 
Anderson, Berkeley, Calif., and (3) Layne Zugike, 
Baton Rouge, La. The contest was co-sponsored 
by the Baton Rouge Recreation and Parks Com- 
mission, Playmaxx Mr Pro-Yo, and James E 
Johnson, which provided the clinics, yo-yos and 
awards. 


Washington State Contest 
Planned for Oct. 3 


The annual Washington State Yo-Yo Contest 
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 3, in Seattle at Seat- 
tle Center, Center House. Registration and in- 
struction begin at noon, with a Youth Contest 
(ages 11 and under) at 1 p.m, Teen Contest (16 
and under) at 1:30 p.m., a yo-yo show at 2 p.m. 
and the Championship Contest at 2:30 p.m. Each 
contestant will receive a free commemorative but- 
ton. Contact Dale Oliver at 206/367-9187 for 
details and a list of tricks. 


YO NEWS 


McBride Releases New 
Beginner’s Video 


“Dennis McBride’s Introduction to Yo-Yo Play” 
is a new video that features the classic one-handed 
and two-handed yo-yo tricks that have been used 
in yo-yo contests for more than 50 years. It is an 
introductory video and replaces Dennis’s earlier 
“The Know-Yo Yo-Yo Video.” “The Know-Yo 
Video was our first effort, and I’ve been wanting 
to update and expand it forquite some time. We’ ve 
finally done it,” he writes. His earlier 
“String Tricks” (volumes 1 and 2) and “Gallery of 
‘Two-Handed Tricks” are still available also. Each 
tape is $25 (plus $3 shipping and handling per 
order) from Dennis McBride, 27746 Santa Clarita 
Rd., Santa Clarita, CA 91350, 805/297-5713. 


New Book: “Loop the Loop” 


Chris Cook of Spokane, Wash., writes to tell us 
of a new children’s book, Loop the Loop. He 
wiites: 

"It’s by Barbara Dugan, with illustrations by 
James Stevenson. It’s published by Greenwillow 
Books, a division of William Morrow & Co. Inc., 
1350 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 
10019. The list price is $14.” [Editor’s note: Order 
it directly through your local bookstore.] 

"It’s a wonderful story of an old wheelchair- 
bound lady who befriends a young girl and in- 
spires in her the value of leaming how to really 
yo-yo. 

"More important, it’s a story of life, love and 
aging. 

*] recommend it even if you don’t have a child 
to read it to.” 


You Asked for tt! 
YYT Now Sells Yo-Yos 


In our last issue, we asked for your feedback in 
an article entitled, “Should Yo-Yo Times Sell Yo- 
Yos?” 

Weweren’ texactly inundated with replies. In all 
about six or eight readers responded, but every let- 
ter was pasitive. 

”] don’t see any problem to your selling yo-yos 
and other related items,” wrote Jeny Bakke of 
Muskegon, N.C. “It could be a benefit for some- 


one out of the “mainstream” like myself.” 

"I would appreciate it if you would go into the 
yo-yo sales business,” writes Bill Paul of 
Huntsville, Ala. “It’s a good idea.” 

”All of us yo-yos want to see you stay around,” 
writes “Mr Yo-Yo” Bob Rule of Lawrenceville, 
Ga. “If selling yo-yo stuff will help, by all means 
do it. Let me know if I can help.” 

Jerry Chaiken, of North Edwards, Calif., writes: 
“A great idea and service. Please do sell yo-yos 
and related items. Your advertisers should not 
mind because competition is the essence of the 
American way as well as good business, Keep up 
the good work. I have virtually ordered most all 
yo-yos offered in Yb-Y ‘Times and will continue 
to do so.” 

"Yes!" writes Trevis Thompson of Hollomon 
Air Force Base in New Mexico. “Speaking for 
myself (and others, I’m sure), I live in a small 
town, and it is hard to find yo-yos here. Selling yo- 
yos would be a great service to many and would 
be greatly appreciated.” 

Even those who didn’t speak enthusiastically 
about the idea had no objections. “As for selling 
yo-yos by mail, I can only say that I, personally, 
am highly unlikely to buy anything through the 
mail sight unseen no matter who's hawking it,” 
writes Greg Anderson of Berkeley, Calif. 

Greg goes on to make an important point: “And, 
Iwould hate tosee YYT’s letters, articles, etc. (the 
heart of the thing to begin with) sacrificed at the 
altar of consumerism to make room for a sort of 
Spiegel’s for yo-yos. But that’s just me,” he ad- 
mits. “Do what you will, and that’s fine. If I real- 
ly, really hate it, you'll be the first to know.” 

We agree with Greg. We are offering this par- 
ticular model in a very low-key way with a small 
ad. We agree that the heart of Yb- Times is in its 
articles, new tricks, contest news, etc., supple- 
mented by its advertisements,, which are designed 
to direct readers to the sources where they can pur- 
chase their favorite models. 

To put it bluntly, we’ re not trying to go into the 
yo-yo business full scale. And, even more impor- 
tant, we don’t want to compete directly with our 
own advertisers. 

There are several other manufacturers of quality 
y0-yos, so our decision to sell this one particular 
model should not be interpreted as an endorse- 
ment of this yo-yo over others. The fact is that we 
use this model as well as models by other 
manufacturers when we perform, selecting the 
particular model to use based upon the particular 
trick we’ re trying to perform. 

Therefore, we’ve come up with a compromise 
proposal, which we will try out for a few months 
on a trial basis. 

We'll offer only one style of yo-yo, the 
Playmaxx “Mr. Pro-Yo” take-apart model with a 
replaceable brass axle. Play maxx calls the Pro-Yo 
“the world’s longest spinning yo-yo,” a claim that 
has possibly been superseded by the newer ball- 
bearing yos such as the Kuhn SB-2 and the 
Yomega Raider, but the Pro-Yo may still be the 
longest-spinning regular (non-transaxle) yo-yo. 

We selected this particular model for one reason: 
Because it is the only model produced by our ad- 
vertisers that is not available directly from the 
manufacturer or one of our other advertisers, and 
it is also not available in toy and gift stores, 

It is generally available only through Play maxx 
distributors. 

Prices for the Playmaxx “Mr Pro-Yo” take- 
apart yo-yos are as follows: One yo-yo, $7.50; two 
yo-yos, $14. Additional yo-yos, $7 each. Add $2 
per order for postage and handling. 

If purchased at the same time, extra brass axles 
are available for 75 cents each. Wooden axles are 
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available for 25 cents each. Also, extra wheel nuts 
(which hold the yo-yo together) are 10 cents each. 

Extra packs of string are available at three 
Strings for 49 cents. 

We’ ll throw in a package of three extra strings 
with each yo-yo ordered. 

The yo-yos come in a variety of colors, with dif- 
ferent colors available at different times. List your 
favorite colors in order of preference, and we’ Il do 
our best to match them. Generally available are 
red, blue, green, purple and clear. Most come with 
each side a different color or different shade of the 
same color. If you want two different colored yo- 
yos (e.g., to give to two different siblings), say so 
in your order 

Write to, Yo-Yos, Yb-¥ Times,, P.O. Box 1519- 
YYS, Hemdon, VA 22070. For credit card pur- 
chases, you can leave youromer on our circulation 
line, 703-715-6118. 

All purchases are guaranteed, and money will 
be cheerfully refunded if you aren’t satisfied for 
any reason. 


YO BRIEFS 


e James E. Johnson of Baton Rouge, La., was 
the subject of a full-page, full-color cover story in 
the “People” section of the Baton Rouge Sunday 
Advocate on April 25, “Elevator repairman’s 
hobby also has its ups and downs,” by Danny Heit- 
man. The article included a photo of Johnson with 
Duncan pros Wayne Lundberg and Dale Oliver, 
taken in 1955, with Buckskin Bill on the latter's 
TV show. Johnson won the city finals on the show. 
The victory made him a hometown celebrity. 

o Stuff we wouldn’ t know if we didn’t read USA 
Weekend. In Its July 24-26 issue, on p.12, under 
the subhead “Vocabulary expands faster than a 
New York minute,” it offered definitions of new 
words that have entered the vocabulary since the 
last update of The American Heritage Dictionary 
in 1982, which appear in the new edition, includ- 
ing such winners as “dweeb” (a subservient per- 
son; a flunky; a despised person), “fanac” (the 
activities of fans — especially fans of science fic- 
tion or skateboard, and usually involving the or- 
ganization of conventions or the writing of 
articles), “New York minute” (an extremely short 
period of time), and — most important, “yo” (used 
as a greeting or to attract someone’s attention). 
Unfortunately, the dictionary failed to note that 
“yo” is also a verb, meaning “to play with a yo- 
yo” as well as a noun used to described an 
elevated, etherial state of mind in which an 
average person is able to achieve almost super- 
human proficiency, as in “the state of yo,” Readers 
of Yb- Times, here is your assignment: Write to 
the editor of the new dictionary at Houghton Mif- 
flin Co., 1 Beacon St., Boston, MA 02108-3106 
encourage him or her not to overlook these in- 
credibly important new definitions. Send us a 
copy of your letter, so we can publish the best 
ones. Yo forit! 

© Speaking of YO: The July 20 episode of 
“Hagar the Horrible” by Dik Browne featured 
Eddy and Hagar sitting on a peer fishing. “Mom 
always liked my kid brother best,” Hagar com- 
plains. “When we were kids she gave him a yo- 
yo.” In a separate balloon, he delivers the 
punchline, “and she just gave MEa YO!” 

@ “Safe Havens,” a daily comic strip by Bill 
Holbrook, featured a yo-yo in its Aug. 14 episode. 
In the first panel, a little girl is holding the yo-yo 
in her hand. In the second panel, she drops it with 
a “klunk” to the floor, where it stays because it has 
no string. In the third panel, her friend comes over 
to see what’s going on and says, “Neat yo-yo.” To 
which the girl replies, “It’s a cordless.” 


PLAY MAXX AD (to come) 


Shhhhh! 


Santa’s Coming 
Ho! Ho! Yo! Yo! 
Fill the Stockings 
with Holly-Yos 


Seasonal Designed Yo-Yos 
In Holiday Gift Boxes 


$4.00 Delivered 
Across the U.S.A. 


602-623-9981 


Playmaxx, Inc. 
PO Box 64065 
Tucson, AZ 85728 


Don Duncan, Owner 


@ On a recent episode of “Lambchop’s Play- 
Along,” with Shari Lewis and her puppets, Char- 
lie Horse retumed from the dentist and was 
showing Hush Puppy the things the dentist had 
given him: a balloon, a toothbrush —and a yo-yo. 
“Oh, I just love yo-yos!” Hushpuppy said. “Yo-yo 
is my middle name!” 

e@ Chris Cook of Seattle, Wash., sent us a flyer 
that was distributed by the Spokane Public Library 
forits “Summer Reading for Teens” program. His 
was one of six activities and programs on the flyer. 
The flyer states: “Saturday, June 20, 2 p.m.—Yo2 
1992 Washington State Yo-Yo Champion Chris 
Cook will enthrall you with his winning perfor- 
mance, followed by his discussion and examina- 
tion of types of yo-yo tricks. Bring youryo-yo and 
a friend!” A bibliography of 10 books, pubtica- 
tions, articles and videos was also shared with 
those who attended the program. 


BUNNY MARTIN 
WORLD CHAMPION YO-YOS 


Bunny Martin 
Yo-Yo Champion of the World - 1951 


Each Yo-Yo: 
* Solid Piece of Beechwood 
© Official Signature Model 
Trick Booklet & History of Yo-Yo 
e Plastic Carrying Case 
° Made in Sweden 


Single Yo-Yo- $ 3.50 Postage Paid 

Two Yo-Yos- $ 6.00 Postage Paid 

48 Yo-Yos- $72.00 Plus Shipping 
We accept VISA and MasterCard 


Wallace Toy Company 
Box 349 
Wallace, Idaho 83873 


1-800-535-3364 


New from Dennis McBride 
“Dennis McBride’s 
Introduction to Yo-Yo Play” 


New video featuring the classic tricks 
used in contests for more than 50 
Still available: “String Tricks, (Vols. 1 & 2), * and “Gab 
lery of ‘wo-Handed Tricks” 
$25 each (plus $3 S & H per order). 
Send your check today to: 


Dennis McBride 
27746 Santa Clarita Rd. 
Santa Clarita, CA 91350 

805-297-5713 


HUMMINGBIRD 
CUSTOM MANUFACTURES 
a will custom manufacture 
Corrpssl Rd mernbasity capetlines Rekedng: 
@ Millwork 
@ Turnings 
@ Finishing 
Cail 716-492-5120 for custom quotation 
Hummingbird Toy Company Ltd. 
Arcade, NY 14009 FAX: 716-492-4375 


YO-YO TIMES ™ is an independent 
newsletter, published quarterly by: 
Creative Communications Inc. 
PO. Box 1519 - F92 
Herndon, VA 22070 
Circulation & Business: 
1-703-742-YOYO (9696) 
Editorial: 1-703-STRINGS 
(1-703-787-4647) 
©1992 by Creative Communications 
Inc. All rights reserved. For informa- 
tion on reproduction of any part of 
this issue, write to the address above. 
ISSN 0897-7704 
Editor & Publisher: 
Stuart F Crump Jr. 
(“Professor Yo-Yo”) 
Managing Editor: 
Margaret P. Crump 
Assistant Editor: 
Jodi Crump (“Yodi”) 
Subscriptions: $12 per year 
(U.S. dollars only) 
Foreign subscribers please add 
$4/year for postage and handling 
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Frisbee 


It’s not exactly a conventional yo-yo, but it’sstill 
a lot of fun. It’s the new THRO-YO, “the recrea- 
tional toy of the ‘90s,” made by Kidpower Inc., a 
toymaker from Brentwood, Tenn. 

The THRO-YO combines features of the yo-yo 
and the frisbee. 

”THRO-YO complements the skills of a frisbee 
player,” the company writes. “It’s fun, has a 
variety of easy-to-leam tricks, is durable and in- 
expensive. And, like the yo-yo, THRO-YOcan be 
enjoyed with friends or by oneself.” 

With practice, you can do giant-sized variations 
on classic yo-yo tricks such as “Around the 
World,” “Forward Pass” and “Walk the Dog.” 

One individual who has mastered the new toy is 
Joel Rogers, world class disc champion. “THRO- 
YOis the most awesome toy I have seen inyears,” 
Rogers says. “My disc partners are amazed by all 
the exciting tricks we can do.” 

Look for THRO-YO in your favorite toy store. 
It has a retail price of $9.95, and is also available 
at chain stores such as Wal-Mart, K-Mart, Toys ‘R 
Us and Target. More than a million have already 
been sold. 

It comes in 12 different colors, and includes 24 
feet of action line, an elastic flight controller and 
an adjustable wnist strap. 

If you invent any new tricks or maneuvers with 
your THRO-YO, share them with us for possible 
inclusion in future issues of Yb- Times. 


YO HISTORY | 


Send in Your Personal 
Yo-Yo History 


In our September-October 1990 issue, we asked 
the question, “Are You a World Champion?” We 
invited former “world champs” and other yo-yo 
champs from the past to send us information about 
their victories of many years ago. 

We are attempting to compile as complete a his- 
tory of the sport of yoing as we possibly can. 

A few have begun to trickle in. We invite you to 
submit information about your own yo-yo vic- 
tories of old. Be sure to include copies of clips, 
certificates of award and other information that 
substantiate your claim. We particularly want to 
know the who, what, when, where, why and how 
of your victory. Second- and third-place winners 
are also invited to send information, as are those 
who simply participated in the contest. Send us as 
much information as you can recall about who 
won the contest, where it was held, etc. We’ ll pub- 
lish as much information in YYT as we can. 

Even if you weren’t a champ, we’ re always in- 
terested in your own reminiscences of what it was 
like to be a yo-yo kid back in the early days of yo. 
We especially want to hear from former yo-yo 
professionals who toured for Duncan and other 
yo-yo companies. 

BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR PHONE 
NUMBER! We’ II probably want to talk toyouand 
get some additional details. 


Pee oe 


THRO-YO Combines Yo-Yo, 


pan Canon 
heaton, Ill. 


The occasion was the East Side Detroit Cham- 
pionship of Champions, held in the fall of 1950 by 
Duncan Toys Co. at the Woods Theater, Seven 
Mile Road and Mack Avenue in Grosse Pointe, 
Mich. 

Even though I was bom in Yonkers, New York, 
on July 13, 1937, I lived at 4225 Lakewood be- 
tween Mack and Warren avenues in Detroit from 
1941 through 1963. I attended Hosmer Grade 
School from 1942 through 1949 and Jackson In- 
termediate School 1949-52, Wilbur Wright High 
School 1952-55 and Wayne State University 
1955-59, You might say I was a Detroit boy 
through and through! 

I don’t rememberwho the demonstrator was that 
day in 1950, but I remember he was a Filipino. 

First prize in the contest was a “Black Beauty” 
or “Silver Streak” bicycle by Schwinn. It was the 
finest bike of its day with a large tank upper bar 
hom, front wheel knee action, speedometer with 
odometer, chrome wheels and just about every- 
thing to make it a great bike every boy wanted. 

All the contestants had to have won their local 
neighborhood contest, or finished second or third. 
You had to wearyour sweaterand patches to prove 
your standing. 

I never saw so many sweaters before or since at 
one time, in one place. 

As I recall, about 20 or 25 kids were in the con- 
test. 

The contest finally came down to me and one 
other kid. 

Apparently the demonstrator didn’t know how 
to settle the contest, so he came up with the idea 
of having each of us do a “Sleeping Beauty” with 
only one chance-to accomplish the trick. 

He wouldn’t let us adjust our strings before the 
“attempt.” 

The two of us had done a number of tricks during 
the contest, and my string was very tight. 

The other boy went fizst, and he was able to ac- 
complish the trick. 

When I tried it, my yo-yo came right back tomy 
hand. 

The other kid won the contest and the Schwinn 
bike. 

Years later I found out that contest ties were to 
be settled by who could do the most “Loop the 
Loops” without stopping. 

My assumption now is that I probably could 
have won if the contest had been decided by loops. 

You see, I was very good at loops. My record as 
akid was 1,135 loops without stopping. The world 
record at the time was just over 1,400 loops, as I 
recall. 

Doing this many loops is accomplished by doing 
both inside and outside loops so that the string 
winds up and unwinds during the trick. 

As a kid I won three Duncan sweaters and one 
Cheerio sweater as well as other patches and a 
diamond-studded yo-yo. 

I sure wish that bike was mine! 


SMO BROS 


Smothers Brothers 
Concert Schedule 
Here is a listing of scheduled appearances by 


Tom and Dick Smothers. Please check your local 
listings for further information. 


Oct. 8-11, Detroit Symphony, Orchestra Hall, 
Detroit, Mich. 

Qct 13, North Dakota State Fair, Minot, N.D. 

Oct. 16, Wamer Theater, Torrington, Conn. 

Oct. 17, Elizabethtown College Gym, 
Hiizabethtown, Pa. 

Oct. 18, Strand Capitol Performing Arts Center, 
York, Pa. 

Oct. 21, Mechanics Hall, Worcester, Mass. 

Oct. 23, King Concert Hall, Fredonia, N.Y. 

Oct. 24, Ruhl Hall, Geneseo, N.Y. 

Oct. 25, Roy Thompson Hall, Toronto, Ontario 

Oci. 28-Nov. 5, “Great Performance” Series: 

Oct. 28, Salinas, Calif. 

Oct. 29, Sacramento, Calif. 

Oct. 30, San Rafael, Calif. 

Oct. 31, Oakland, Calif. 

Nov. 1, Cupertino, Calif. 

Nov. 3, Redding, Calif. 

Now. 4, Chico, Calif. 

Nov. 5, Stockton, Calif. 

Nov. 7, Symphony Hall, Phoenix, Ariz. 

Nov. 12-17, Golden Nugget, Las Vegas, Nev. 

Dec. 6, Jupiter Theater, Jupiter, Fla. 

Jan. 16, Tucson Convention Center Arena, Tuc- 
son, Ariz. 

Jan. 21, Paramount Theater, Denver, Colo. 

Jan. 22, Civic Center, Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Jan. 23, H Camino College, Torrance, 


TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 

Keep those tricks coming in. We’ ll continue to 
print as many as we can. Rest assured that we 
haven't overlooked yours. It’s in our ever-bulging 
folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are 
primarily those that can be described in words 
without pictures. We don’t have room for lots of 
pictures in the newsletter, 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for the book of new yo-yo tricks we are 
assembling. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive 
a free 6-month extension on your subscription. 
And if your trick is selected “Trick of the Month,” 
you geta year’s extension on your subscription as 
our token way of saying, “Thanks for helping the 
yo-yo to continue developing as the greatest of all 
toys.” 

If your trick is used in the book, you’ ll receive 
a free, autographed copy by the author/editor, 
Professor Yo-Yo. (Note: Just to protect ourselves 
in the future, please be advised that sending us 
your trick means that you are giving us permission 
toprintitin the newsletter and subsequent books. 
You will, of course, receive full credit in both 
places as the originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right- 
handed yoist. If you’ re left-handed, make the ap- 
propriate changes when following the directions. 
“Double Ferris Wheel” 

Bonnie Matthews 
Manassas, Va. 

Do “Ferris Wheel” as described in The Duncan 
Trick Book. When you reach the point where the 
yo-yo is up and about to leave your index finger 
(just before the end of the “ferris wheel”), hold the 
String and do a couple of pin wheels before catch- 
ing the yo. 

“Not Quite a Knot” 
Thane Weedon 
Cave Creek, Ariz. 
This is somewhat difficult. The secret is in the 
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wrist 

It begins by flicking the yo-yo out in a forward 
pass and then snapping your hand just right when 
it is halfway retumed. 

This is difficult to explain, but if successful, the 
yo-yostring will get asmall knot init, and the yo- 
yowill dangle about halfway down the string. 

However, by swinging the yo-yoout sharply, the 
knot will slip out and the yo-yowill retum perfect- 
ly coiled. 

This is kind of nifty to perform. I call it “Not 
Quite a Knot.” 

I discovered it accidentally. 


“Circling the Equator” 
Thane Weedon 


Cave Creek, Ariz. 

This is a variation on “Around the World.” First, 
cock your wrist as if you were going to doa 
“Breakaway.” Then, throw the yo-yo with a 
sidearm flick with your wrist twisted back so the 
yo-yo comes off parallel to the ground, like in 
“Flying Saucer.” 

Keep the yo-yoat eye level and spin around with 
it in a complete circle as it goes “Around the 
World” sideways. It gives the effectof a latitudinal 
“Around the World.” 

“Swing!” 
Jimmy Garvey 
Vacaville, Calif. 

If you've seen the movie “Way ne’s World,” this 
trick will have meaning to you. It’s easy to do. 

Throw a fast sleeper behind your back. Let the 
yo-yoswing between your legs, appearing briefly 
in front of your body. Shout, “Swing!” as they do 
in the movie. 

Then jerk it back to your hand, and take a bow. 


“Pee Wee Herman’s Bow Tie” 
Jimmy Garvey 
Vacaville, Calif. 

Jimmy Garvey is now 10 years old. He not only 
won the Solano County Fair advanced division 
yo-yo contest, but he also thrilled the audience 
with a variation on an old trick, “The Bow Tie,” 
sometimes called “The Butterfly.” Jimmy has his 
own variation on this trick, which defies explana- 
tion in print, butyoucan use any version you wish. 
The humor comes from giving an old trick a new 
name. 


“Rock the Baby on the Elevator” 

Here’s one we invented ourself. Throw a fast 
spinner. Make a regular cradle, except make it 
very small. Angle the string slightly away from 
hand so the yo-yo hangs way below your hand. 

Lift your right hand up, separating it from your 
left hand and letting the top of the cradle string 
slide over your finger. What you are doing is 
gradually making the cradle bigger and at the 
same time lifting the yo-yo up. 

When the cradle gets to full size, rock the baby 
inside it. 

Comment that this baby takes a ride up the 
elevator and then goes to bed. 


LETTERS 


Send Us Your Letters, 
News and Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, 
new tricks, etc. Please include your phone num- 
ber withall letters, articles, etc. sowe can get back 
to you if we have questions. We will not print your 


[ ~~ SPIN-OFFS! _ 


L 


The Research and Playful Publication 
about Spinning Tops, Gyros, Rotating 
Toys & Related Devices 


Patent reprints, games, articles, how-to's, 
profiles, yo-yos & tops appearing in art as well 
as old catalogs, recent issue pictures, such as 
the "Go-Go Ring,” a removable yo-yo mounted 


on a ring. Unusual usage of terms, sources. 
Add fact to your fun with Spin-Offs 
3 issues/year. Actual top included in Spring issue. 
$19/year or $30/2 y ears/Overseas add $6/year 
Make check payable to T.Place. Mail to: 


__ Burlington, WI53105_ 


Yo-Yoers and Non-Yo-Yoers Alike! 
Join the Smothers Brothers Fan Ciub Today’ 


SMOZAERS 


Your $8 first-year's 
memubership brings you: 
A photograph of Tom and Dick 
Smothers, an Official Fan Club member 
ghip card, a full-color poster of the Yo-Yo 
Man in _actron, the SmoBro Neesictter. a 
“Just Say YO!" bumper sucker, two 
Smothers Brothers patches, @ biography 
of the brothers, o silhovetic sticker of ihe 
brothers and a listing of their concert ap- 


BRO INE NS 


FAN CLUB 


Send your check or FO Bor 74140 


money order today to: 


SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Times Surs.sibers 


"It’s Yo-Yo Time!” 


The first yo-yo song written specifically to be performed to. . 


Sung by Larry Groce, host of "Mountain Stage,” with 


“Professor Yo-Yo” (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo-Yo Times 


Regularly $11.95. While supplies last: $5.95 postpaid 

(US. funds; for shipping to 

Canadian addresses, add Send vour check today to: 

$1.00; other foreign, add $2.) “It’s Yo-Yo Time!” 

Picase allow 3 weeks for 

delivery in the U.S., and at 

least 6 weeks for overseas. 
Tip sheet included . . . Satisfaction guaranteed 


Herndon, VA 22070 


IF YOU BELIEVE IN WHAT 
WE ARE DOING, PLEASE 


PATRONIZE OUR 


ADVERTISERS AND TELL 
THEM THE REASON WHY. 


BACK ISSUES OF “YYT” 


While supplies last, a few copies of each back 
issue of “‘Yb-Yb Times” are available, including: 
#-1, 1-2, 1-3, 1-4, 1-5, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-4, 2-5, 
2-6, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4, 
4-5, 4-6, 5-1 and 5-2.. If an issue is out of stock, 
we will send you a photocopy of the issue, unless 
you specify otherwise. Send $2 for each copy or- 
dered. (Postpaid to the U.S., Canada and Mexico. 
For other foreign orders, add $1 for postage and 
handling per issue, except for #2-5 and 3-2, add 
$1.50 and #2-6 and 3-1 add $2). 
Back Issues, Yo-Yo Times, 


P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070 


address unless you ask us to. 


Who Makes Yo-Yos? 

I really enjoyed the issue of Yo-b ‘Times you 
sent me, and I look forward to the next issue. I 
have rediscovered the yo-yo and all its fascina- 


Los Angeles, CA S004 


Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519 


+ 


Spinning Top Museum, 533 Milwaukee Ave., | 


HANDCRAFTED YO-YOs 

World's Finest Hardwoods 

Sold In Galleries 

High Performance 

2 Unique Shapes ‘ 

Enhance Grain, Feel Great! hy 
—— 


Indian Head Penny Inlays $5 Extra 


a 
Y Yo-vo Bag $5, Pkg. 5 Strings $1.00 
A 8 Specify Wood Type and Shape (A or BI 
WY Send $15 00 + $2.25 (S&H) to: 


WOODEN MONARCH YO-YOs 
1187 Coast Village Road, #249 
Montecito, CA 93108 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 


Light Mahogany, Lacewood, Teak, Walnut 
Middle: Paduak, Maple, Imbuvia, Zebrano, Chervy, 
Oak, Satinwood, Rosewood . 


Superlative Handmade 
Yo-Yos 
Give one for Christmas 
\y Send for your free 
Color Catalogue 


ken picou dengn in wood 
5508 montew 
Bustin, tx 78756 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK $9.95 
A complete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
ing from Rock-ihe- 
Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
all here: 83 pages lavishly 
illustrated, photographed, and 
packaged with our own maple wood 
yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 
Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 


tions. 

I have also started collecting yo-yos and was 
wondering if you might know of yo-yo makers 
that may be small, independent or regional and not 
advertised nationally, which I may be unaware of. 
Here are the yo-yo makers I am presently aware 
of: Kuhn, Design in Wood, ZBA, Wooden 
Monarch, Duncan, Hummingbird, American 
Spinners, Jack Russell, Yomega, Bird in Hand, 
Aero-Motion, Wallace and Playmaxx. 

If you know of any others, particularly those that 
make wooden yo-yos, I would appreciate any in- 
formation. 

I was also wondering if anyone has considered 
putting together a book or guide that gives the his- 
tory of yo-yos and yo-yo manufacturing. It could 
be a chronicle of yo-yos that have been produced, 
including information on when, by whom, how 
each was made and what each looked like (with a 
picture)— something along the lines of the Over- 
street Price Guide for comic books, which gives 
each comic book, when published and by whom, 
and its value. 

I don’t particularly feel that assessing each yo- 
yo’s value would be all that important, but if a his- 
torical publication of yo-yos were available, it 
would be invaluable to collectors and would make 
interesting reading for all, I’m sure. 

M. Kevin Fortner 
Nashville, Tenn. 

[Kevin: We rana list of yo-yo makers in ourlast 
issue. Can anyone add to that list? Regarding the 
yo-yo book, we too would like to see such a pub- 
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lication. We know of no such guide. Why don’t 
you write one? Let us know.] 


“Showcase” Article Still Available? 

1 understand there was a full-color article about 
collecting yo-yos ina recent collectors’ magazine. 
Is it still possible to obtain a copy? 

Pve just started two small yo-yo-related busi- 
nesses. I call the first one “Yo-Yos to Go.” The 
other is the “One Stop Yo-Yo Shop” (c.1992). 
Both deal with the sale of collector sets of old and 
unusual yo-yos, memorabilia and yo-yos from 
most manufacturers on a per-item basis with no 
minimums, 

Steve Speegle 

535 N. Hutchins St. 
Lodi, CA 95240 
Phone: 209/467-1956 

[Steve: Congratulations on your new busi- 
nesses. We wish you the best with them. Readers 
are invited to see Jim’s listings in THE YO-YO 
EXCHANGE later in this issue. Also, the July 
1990 issue of Collectors’ Showcase magazine in- 
cludes a full-color, illustrated article entitled, “Yo- 
Yos: The Playable Collectible,” written by Yb- 
‘Times editor Stuart Crump. The 8-page article 
contains color photos of more than 30 yo-yos and 
other memorabilia such as string packs, badges, 
pins and accessories. To order a copy of the 
magazine, send $5 (postpaid) for each copy to 
Collectors’ Showcase, P.O. Box 837, Tulsa, OK 
74101.} 


Pll Be There? 

I'm sending in my renewal check for a 3-year 
subscription a little early. 

I was glad to meet so many yo-y oers at the Chico 
State Championships last October. I entered but 
had trouble with my yo-yo. Sol didn’ tdo too well. 
But I had a lot of fun and met lots of nice people. 

Are you going to go again this October? I'll be 
there again. I live only about 170 miles from 
Chico. 

Keep up the fine work on Y-Y Times. I love it. 

I put on little shows in our area of the country 
every now and then. I can’t do the hard tricks quite 
as well as Dennis McBride and others, but I’ mstill 
leaming. 

I have some bad news. I lost my wife, Rosemary, 
on March 21, soit’s pretty lonely around here right 
now. It’s hard to get used to not having her around. 
Isure miss her 

Anyway, I try to keep on staying busy and do 
things and play the yo-yo. I hope to see you all in 
October. 

Basil Walker 
P.O. Bax 147 
Greenview, Calif. 
916/468-2970 

[Basil: Thanks for writing. We’ re sorry to hear 
about your wife. If any of our readers live near 
Basil, drop him a line or visit him and share some 
yo-yo tricks. He’ ll show you a few, too.] 


Free Subscription 

Due to the fact that my subscription toy our fine 
periodical terminates with the next issue, I am 
enclosing two original tricks in an attempt to get 
a free extension. [See TRICKS section.] 

Hope you like these as much as I do. I would 
also like to say that I thoroughly enjoy your pub- 
lication and hope to see it for a long while. 

As I have only recently become a subscriber, I 
have missed out on past issues. Have you ever 
thought of publishing a collection of these? I’d 
pay a very fair price for it. 


Thane Weedon 
Cave Creek, AZ 
[Thane: Thanks for the fine words. You eamed 
your free renewal. We’ re running your tricks in 
this issue. As for the back issues, all of our issues 
are still available. See the “BACK ISSUES” ad on 


page 6.] 


Discovering a New Hobby 

Thank you for the sample copy. I am now look- 
ing forward to receiving the first copy of my 
regular subscription number. It is a very interest- 
ing little paper, and I thoroughly enjoyed reading 
it 


Last November, my wife and I took an Amtrak 
train up to Oakland. On the train were copies of 
the Amtrak magazine that contained an article 
about the yo-yo. 

I was fascinated with it. The article induced me 
to take up yo-yoing. So, when we retumed to San 
Diego, the first thing I did was to go out and buy 
ayoyo 

I am now trying to master the dared thing and 
do tricks with it. 

I am 72 years young and am enjoying my new 
hobby thanks to Amtrak and your newsletter 

Keep up the good work. 

Stan Kellogg 
San Diego, Calif. 


Keep Up the Good Work 

Thank goodness for Yb- > Times! 

If it hadn't been for you guys, I would never 
have heard of the Baton Rouge Yo-Yo Champion- 
ships even though I only lived 60 miles away at 
the time of the contest. 

I picked up some good tips, new tricks anda 
revitalized appreciation of our spinning obses- 
sion. 

In addition, I picked up a Pro- Yo. After purchas- 
ing a Silver Bullet, I thought I’d never go back to 
plastic, but that Pro-Yo is not a bad little item. 

So keep doing what you’ re doing, especially the 
bit about listings of conventions, championships, 
Smo Bro concerts, etc. 

Greg Anderson 
Berkeley, Calif. 


Needed: A Yo-Yo Stamp 

Thanks for the write-up on my winning the 1939 
New York City Yo-Yo Championship (YYL Sum- 
mer 1992 issue). 

Your editor’s note about it possibly being Emiel 
Ducine Baletero who held the contests and taught 
me is right on target! 

I remember his last name sounded like that. 
Also, I took out my magnifying glass and—you 
guessed it! — what I thought must have been an or- 
nate “1” at the end of his name carved into the yo- 
yo is really “el” —spelling Emiel and not Emil. 
This confirms your note. 

I won the contest that day by out-looping the 
second-place winner I managed 16 loops, and the 
next best kid did only six. My all-time best is 102 
loops. 

After the contest I often went to the Woolworth 
stores, tracking Emiel down to lear more tricks 
and improve what I knew. He in tum tried to in- 
crease my self-confidence (as I was extremely 
shy) by asking me to demonstate tricks with him. 
On two occasions he asked me to substitute for 
him. 

Emiel was a real pro. I never saw him miss a 
two-handed string trick, and he was great using 
two yo-yos at the same time. 

He treated me to dessert at his apartment where 
he also presented me with another carved yo-yo. 
This one was also black, but it had one palm tree 


carved by the right curving edge and one on the 
left side. In the middle was a radiant setting sun 
Over a wavy, watery horizon. 

It was very beautiful. It also had rhinestones in- 
serted on the other side. I no longer have this yo- 
yo. Possibly one of my nephews has it? 

One tip I leamed from Emiel: Carry a small ball 
of bees wax with you and use it occasionally to 
tub the inner loop at the bottom of the string. This 
action not only reduces the friction, it also 
prolongs the life of the string. Also, the yo-yowill 
spin faster. 

One of the great services you could doin -} 
Times would be to talk up the idea of a U.S. Pos- 
tal stamp honoring the yo-yo as a piece of 
Americana. Perhaps it could picture Donald F 
Duncan doing “Rock the Baby” or something like 
that. What do you think of the idea? 

Frank Chroma 
Leander, Tex. 

[Frank: Great idea! A postage stamp honoring 
the yo-yo! June 6, 1992, would have been the ideal 
day to introduce the stamp. That was the 100th 
birthday of Donald F. Duncan. Does anyone else 
have any ideas? Does anyone know the steps it 
takes to introduce a new stamp? Please let us 
know.] 


Another Video & Book 

I picked up a copy of Y-% Times at the IJ.A. 
Festival in Montreal, Canada. 

I'm a juggling historian/collector, not into yo- 
yos. 

However, I was interested in your listing of 
books and videos on yo-yos. You missed two that 
I know about. 

The book is SO Tricks with a Duncan Yb-% by 
Don Robertson, reviewed in the January 1988 
issue of Kaskade. 

The video is a 30-minute Duncan Yo-Yo tape 
and is available from Video Resources New York 
Inc., 220 West 71st St, New York, NY 10023, 
212/724-7055. This is a rare tape of commercials 
from television. 

Mary E. Wilkins 
Chino, Calif. 

(Mary: Thanks for the tip. We'll check them 

out.] 


Stronger String? 

I have been yo-y oing for about four years (I’m 
17 years old). Lately, I have begun to really get 
into it, and I have a couple of questions. 

Does anyone make astrongeryo-yo string? Iam 
constantly breaking them. Is there anything I can 
do? Right now I order strings from Duncan and 
Hummingbird. 1 would appreciate any advice 
anyone has. 

I would also like to know if any readers of this 
newsletter live in Alamogordo, New Mexico, too. 
I need some yo-yo companions. And who knows? 
Maybe we can get a club going. 

Trevis Thompson 

2624 A. McKinley Loop 
Holloman AFB, NM 88330 
505/479-4250 

[Trevis: Several other manufacturers make 
string; some string contains nylon strands, which 
dolast longer, but which some yo-yoers donot like 
as much. Write to all the manufacturers and ask 
what they offer. You might want to get into the 
habit of replacing your yo-yo strings before they 
break. We’ve noticed that strings tend to last 
longer on yo-yos with metal axles than with 
wooden axles, but we prefer the wood for most 
purposes because it seems to respond better for us. 
If'syourcall. Also, you are our only reader in your 
city. Why not teach some yo-yo classes and get 
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some other kids (and adults!) yoing? Don’t be shy! 
Yo-yoing is a great way to meet new people and 
make friends. Write us and let us know how you 
do. 


Kicking the Habit 

] just received your summer issue. As a kid I 
tried to master the yo-yo with little success. 
However, as I grew up, I still retained that same 
childish fondness of this incredible toy. 

When some errant relative gave my son a 
Yomega yo-yo, a new tradition started in my fami- 


You see, I was trying to quit smoking at that 
time. So! frantically fumbled around with this toy 
as a way tocalm my shattered nerves. 

At the same time, my twosons (ages 10 and 13) 
wanted their yo-yo back. 

As the smoking habit eased, and sanity slowly 
returned, I reluctantly retummed their toy to them. 

However, while recovering from the tobacco 
habit I had also purchased a Hummingbird yo and 
had subscribed to your newsletter. Thanks, 
Yomega and Hummingbird, for caring enough to 
advertise in this newsletter 

I was now familiar enough with the yo-yo to 
show my kids a few tricks. 

One year has now passed. I own a few Tom 
Kuhn masterpieces, have added a Dennis Mc- 
Bride video, numerous yo-yo instruction books 
and goodness only knows what else. 

My wife has laid down the law regarding out- 
of-control objects and has threatened dire conse- 
quences to those who throw multiple “Around the 
Worlds” anywhere near her china cabinet. 

My younger son, Michael, won the under-13 
beginners category at the Tom Kuhn celebration 
in June. My older boy would probably have done 
the same in the 13-and-over beginners category if 
he had not been competing in a Little League 
finals toumey that day. 

All of us are now leaming the more advanced 
tricks as we practice together consistently. 

I should point out that these are “outdoor” boys 
and are as impatient and video-trained as any of 
the other “instant gratification” hip-hop genera- 
tion look-alikes today! 

This is important! Kids need someone to teach 
them patience and perseverance. And the ageless 
yo-yo is just the tool. If it was easy, then anyone 
could do it. Right! 

As for myself, I’m just a big kid, and there is 
probably no hope for me anyway. I love your 
newsletter and would miss it dearly. So, if you 
wish tosell yo-yos orany otheritem, for that mat- 
ter, you have my blessing. 

Chris Arena 
Gig Harbor, Wash. 


THE YO-YOEXCHANGE _ | 


If you'd like to place a classified ad in this sec- 
tion, the cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with 
a minimum charge of $2.50. Single lines standing 
by themselves (e.g., “Let’s Trade Yo-Yos!”) are $1 
each for up to 8 words. We will print the first few 
words in boldface unless you specify differently. 

‘Yo-Y% Times assumes no responsibility or 
liabilities for any claims contained in any ad. Let 
the buyer beware! 

COLLECTOR wants to purchase old yo-yos 
and related items. Top dollars paid. Steve, 
209/368-3458; 2416 W. Turner Rd., Lodi, CA 
95242. 

YO-YOs TO GO™ has collectibles to trade or 
sell. Get started collecting with our "Coke" yo- 
yo set of 5 for $30, or our metal yo-yo set of 
10 for $45, all different. When you buy both 


Great for Christmas! 


YOMEGA 
GEMINI GYRO® 


Patented "transaxle" yo-yo.. 
Transforms to patented top.. 
Spins up to 5 minutes! 
Includes 3 flash disks. 


Specify red, green or orange yo-yo. 
$9.95 each. 


YOMEGA-THE YO-YO 


WITH A BRAIN® 
Clear with "Glow" clutches. $11.95 each. 


FIREBALL™ (transaxle) Yo-Yo 
Clear with red, orange or black caps. 


$5.95 each 
Phone orders for 
Visa/Mastercard only ($20 
minimum): 1-800-338-8796 
Send check/money order to: 
Yomega Corp.-YR 
1058 Pleasant St. 
P.O. Box 4146 
Fall River, MA 02720-0402 


(Mention “Yo-Yo Times" 
and receive FREE shipping!) 


Now available from Yo-Yo Times 


The Playmaxx Pro-Yo 


Take-Apart Yo-Yo 
with brass axle 


Limited Time Only 


$7.50 each 
2 or more, $7 each 
Extra brass axles, 75 cents each 
Wooden axles, 25 cents 
Extra wheel nuts, 10 cents 
Please add $2.00 S & H per order 
Foreign, add $4.00 
Send your check today to: 
Yo-Yos, Yo-Yo Times 
P.O. Box 1519-YYS 


Herndon, VA 22070 

For credit card orders, 

call our circulation line 
703-715-6118 


sets from this ad, you receive free additional 
yo-yo. Shipping and Handling based upon 
your state. Make checks or money orders 
payable to “Horizons Unlimited.” Write to 535 
N. Hutchins St., Lodi, CA 95240, 208/367- 
1956. 


“MR. YO-YO" STATUETTE WANTED: Will 
pay generous amount for Duncan Mr. Yo-Yo 
wooden statuette. Warren Dotz, 2999 Regent 
St., Berkeley, CA 94705. 

WANTED: OLD YO-YOs. Buying singles, col- 
lections and old yo-yo memorabilia. List con- 
ditions and prices. Lucky Meisenheimer, 
Suite 105, 7300 Sandilake Commons Bivd., 


Orlando, FL 32819, 407/354-0478. 

YO-YOs WANTED. Tin or wood, Duncan, 
Goody, Royal, Cheerio, Flores and others. 
Also, related books, patches, pins, trophies, 
strings, advertising, memorabilia. Les Gor- 
don II, 6475 E. Boone County 550 South, 
Whitestown, IN 46075-9763, 317/769-3382. 
YO-YO STRING PACKS. Duncan, Royal, Hi- 
Ker and Alox. Will sell or trade for old yo-yos. 
John Sievers, 515/262-0558, 3915 Lay St., 
Des Moines, IA 50317. 

YO-YOs AVAILABLE FOR TRADE: Duncan 
Beginner’s (several), Duncan Special #44, 
Duncan Tournament #77, Duncan Lil’ Champ 
(packaged), Goody Filipino Twirler (under- 
sized beginner’s), Festival Baseball (several, 
new). Chris Cook, W. 2932 Sanson, 
Spokane, WA 99205, 509/326-0421. 


YO-YO LICENSE. Wallet-size. Red on yellow 
card in laminated plastic. Send $1.00 and 
self-addressed-stamped envelope to Ted 
Eckel, 203 Mt. Holly Ave. #3, Louisville, KY 
40206. 


JEWELS WANTED. Goody Rainbow Filipino 
Twirler, Goody Jewel, Duncan Rainbow 
Jewel, Royal Rainbow Jewel; also original 
Pedro Flores. Write to Johnny Tillotson, Yo- 
Yo Madness, 17530 Ventura Bivd., Suite 108, 
Encino, CA 91316 or call collect 818/887- 
9689. 
LAUGH-MAKERS MAGAZINE for kid-show 
and family audience entertainers. 50 big 
pages each issue covering balloons, clown- 
ing, magic, ventriloquism, puppetry, comedy 
props, juggling, business ideas, more! 
$21/year (6 issues); outside USA, $27. P.O. 
Box 160-YT, Syracuse, NY 


a pack), $1 per packet. While supplies last: 
Satellite Yo-Yos with logo, $8 each postpaid 
or $55/dozen +$6 P&H. Genuine Japanese 
yo-yo strings, $2 per packet. (U.S. dollars.) 
Mark Kersey, 139 Chatham Ave., Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada M4J 1K8. 

COCA-COLA ADVERTISER yo-yos, made 
by Russell for Coca-Cola Co. in Mexico for 
promotions. Good quality. “Black Master,” 
gold printing, $12.50. “Red and Lucite Super,” 
white printing, $10.50. Prices include 
postage. Don Meeker, P.O. Box 507, Hol- 
lister, MO 65672, 417/334-1859. 

1979 YOYOLYMPICS CONTEST KIT for 
sale: 2 official guideline pamphlets, 14x20" 
poster, two 22x34” posters, 45 entry forms & 
score sheets, 30 trick sheets, 30 contestant 
seal stickers, 4 professional yo-yos (white 
with championship logos on side), 4 replace- 


Is one of these boxes checked? 
If so, it’s time to renew! 

(Check the expiration date on your mailing label) 

[ ] Your subscription HAS EXPIRED! (4/92 or before) 

[ ] Your subscription EXPIRES THIS ISSUE! (6/92) 

[ ] Your subscription EXPIRES NEXT ISSUE! (10/92) 

[ ] Your subscription expires after 2 more issues! 

[ ] This is a sample issue only. If you wish to continue 
receiving Yo-Yo Times, send in your subscription today! 

We recommend that you do not cut your newsletter. Instead, 
photocopy or Xerox this coupon, orwrite the following information on 
a sheet of paper, and send it along with your payment. If this is a 
renewal, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER (which 
appears above your name on the attached label). Also, put this account 
number on your check. 

Please return the complete coupon below, including mailing label: 


[ ] YES! Enter my subscription or renewal to 
Yo-Yo Times newsletter. Enclosed is 
my subscription payment as follows: 

[ ] 1 year subscription to Yo-Yo Times 


$12.00 PAYMENT MUST 
[ ] 2 years of Yo-Yo Times 

$18.00 BE MADE 
[ ]3 years (SAVE $12.00) 

$24.00 WITH ORDER 


(Intemational subscribers add $6 per year for postage & handling) 


[ ] NEW SUBSCRIPTION [ ] RENEWAL 
Please include your mailing label and indicate 
new information or changes here: 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 


PHONE 


Mail this coupon today to: 


Yo-Yo Times, 
P.O. Box 1519 - F92 
Herndon, VA 22070 
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MINT CONDITION Parker 
National and Olympic Yo-Yos, 
gold or silver, with logos. $8 


ment strings; in original-markings carton. $50 
for the kit. Mark Anderson, 105 Buckingham 
La., Madison, WI 53714. 


FOR SALE: American Spinners Yo-Yo Co. 
each plus $2 postage and Contact Bill Cress, 26 Worcester Dr., Wayne, 
handling or 12 for $80 plus $6 NJ 07470. All stock, inventory, logos, etc. for 
P&H. Also, Parker Strings (2to sale. 


Yo-Yo Times News Hotline 


1-703-715-6191 


CALL WEEKLY 
for the latest yo-yo news. 
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Yo-Yo Times 
P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 


FIRST CLASS 


PLEASE FORWARD 


